Hey everyone,

I’ve been a fan of Nirvana since I was a 12-year-old kid (during the Nevermind era) and I have always told myself that one day I would visit Seattle and find out in person what the magicis that Seattle holds for many musicians and rock fans. Nirvana was a big influence on my life and even prompted me to start a rock band when I was fifteen years old. That same band is together today after 12 years with the original band members and to this day I try and keep the same ethics that Nirvana held that I have admired over the years. I’ve even had the honor of playing a show at The Black Cat here in Washington D.C. with Krist Novoselics band Eyes Adrift. This year for Christmas my girlfriend surprised me with two tickets to Seattle for March 7th-10th…I immediately had a million destinations in my head I knew I wanted to visit. Below is a summary of the trip and I took as many pictures as possible that I thought you guys would enjoy and appreciate if you don’t have the opportunity to visit Seattle.

Seattle is a very cool laid-back city, much different from Washington D.C. where I have resided for my entire life. The streets are cleaner and much easier to navigate through, and the people of Seattle are much more laid back and friendly compared to my encounters during my life on the east coast. It definitely has more of an artsy/music scene presence than any city I have visited before. The city has a much broader appreciation for the music scene and much more interested in local musicians than from what I have experienced on the East Coast.

Day one

My girlfriend and I walked around the downtown and visited Pike Street Market. There are lots of cool independently owned trinket shops and a huge array of fresh fruits and meats available from local vendors. We also visited a local sandwich shop named Salumi that I highly recommend if you like true Italian sandwiches. We tried to find the Sub Pop mega mart so I could pick up a shirt and a couple of souvenirs but evidently it shut it doors a couple of years ago. We drove past Sub Pops old record label location and their current location, but there’s no sign of evidence of ever knowing there was a record label in the building. We also checked out the old location for The Vogue where Nirvana played one of their first shows in Seattle; it has now a hair salon named Vain. The Crocodile Café where Nirvana played a couple of surprise shows was only a couple blocks away so we stopped in there and picked up a t- shirt. 

Next on the stop was Kurt’s Seattle home. You take Lake Washington Blvd. For almost a mile down a windy road along Puget Sound and pass some really beautiful homes. We pulled over on the side of the road and got out to walk through Kurt’s park and take a few pictures in front of the home. It was weird and cool to see the same house I watched on MTV back in 1994 while all the news coverage was going on about Kurt’s suicide. I have included some pictures of where the green house used to be above the garage. The house pretty much looks the same as back then and the house has a beautiful view of the water. I ended up chatting with a couple of guys that were also visiting the house. They are in a band called Mike Got Spiked and have been on tour through the states (they are from Ireland). We ended up checking them out that night at a very cool club called the Funhouse, which is right next door to the Space Needle…great place to see local bands. Check it out if you get the chance to visit the city.

Day 2

At around 8:00a.m. my girlfriend and I hopped in our rental car and headed on out for Aberdeen. The I-5 is a somewhat scenic drive; we passed through Tacoma and stopped in Olympia along the way. Neither city is very appealing. Aberdeen is about a two-hour trip from Seattle. When we left Seattle it was surprisingly somewhat sunny, but the closer we came to Aberdeen the more it seemed to rain. We jumped out and took a picture in front of the “Welcome to Aberdeen” sign with the newly erected “come as you are” added to it. If you are ever planning on visiting Aberdeen, I highly recommend using the “Kurt Cobain tour” page on the City of Aberdeen Museum website. We visited Kurt’s childhood home on 1210 East First Street and then his first house that he rented and Nirvana first practiced in, which is only a few hundred yards away. His “shack” at 1000 ½ East Second is completely run down. The front door is boarded up and some windows were smashed. I was able to stick my head in and take a picture of the inside, which was full of beer cans and trash…probably pretty similar to how it was when he lived there. I even got a picture of Kurt’s toilet! Ha (see pics). If you own the With The Lights Out boxset there is a picture of this home in the booklet…it looks pretty similar to the pictures I took of it. We also stopped by the bridge that Kurt used to hang out under and is referenced in the song Something In The Way off of the Nevermind album. Nirvana was basically what motivated me to start my own band, so I left a Velvet sticker there and penned my name on one of the heavily graffitied beams. In the pictures you will see that Aaron Burckhard (their old drummer) wrote, “Hey Kurdt I told you so”…I have no idea if someone else wrote it or if it was actually Aaron Burckhard but its interesting either way. We then drove on up to “Think of Me Hill” where Krist used to live. We also saw Dale Crovers parents old house where Kurt used to sleep on the porch. After doing the “Kurt Cobain tour” we stopped in the Aberdeen museum. I thought maybe they would have some sort of relics or memorabilia from Kurt or the band but its just a big converted gymnasium with old Aberdeen fire trucks, the first piano of Aberdeen, and a homemade demonstration on logging…I don’t recommend visiting it unless you want to be lectured on logging and the history of Aberdeen fire trucks by a very nice old man who has lived in Aberdeen all his life.   Aberdeen is a very run down, depressing city and the majority of the houses look old and soggy. It is very understandable to see how the lack of sunlight and all the rain could make a person very dysfunctional if they had to deal with that on a daily basis. 

Day 3 

Today we checked out the Experience Music Project in downtown Seattle. It’s a pretty cool museum but it didn’t have as much Nirvana related memorabilia as I imagined it would. They have on display a sunburst Fender Strat that Kurt smashed, his shirt from the Come As You Are video, Krist’s Ibanez bass, and Jack Endino’s mixing board that Bleach was recorded on. It’s a very cool museum but I must say for the steep $20 admission, I didn’t feel there was enough content to justify the price…you can get through the whole museum in about 2 hours. I did enjoy the history of guitars that were on display and they have an excellent exhibit on Jimi Hendrix going on. That night, my girlfriend and I had dinner in the Space Needle. If you can afford it, I highly recommend it (we got gift certificates for Christmas so that’s the only reason we were able to afford it!). Dinner and a couple of drinks will run you about $130. The rotating view of Seattle is worth it though and the food is top notch!

Day 4

Our flight left  at 1p.m. so we did a quick drive over to Redmond to visit Nintendo headquarters. If you are into video games, its pretty cool to check out…they have a little gift shop you can visit and very nice customer service representatives. We did one last drive through the city and headed onto I-5 towards Sea-Tac airport. Even if you aren’t a huge Nirvana fan, Seattle is a very cool city to visit with lots of things to see and do. For me, it was amazing to be able to see all of the Nirvana/Kurt Cobain related sights that I had read about in the Nirvana books I’ve collected over the years. I hope the pictures my girlfriend and I took will help you capture the essence of the city and give you a better perspective of  where Nirvana came from.

Here are some places that are Nirvana related and some that aren’t if you plan to visit Seattle. You can find the addresses for any of these places by simply doing a google search for them. You can also email me at brewermail@gmail.com if you have any questions about anything…for anyone interested, you can visit my band Velvets website at www.enjoyvelvet.com and www.myspace.com/velvet 

Places to eat in the Seattle area

· Salumi

· Tats Cheese steaks

· Sky City restaurant (Space Needle)

· Rusty Tractor restaurant (good home cooking about 15 miles outside of Aberdeen…you can even get Rattlesnake Eggs!)

Nirvana related places to visit

· Kurt’s Seattle home

· Crocodile Café

· Vain Hair Salon (formerly the Vogue where Nirvana first played in Seattle)

· All of the Kurt Cobain related Aberdeen locations 

(use http://www.aberdeen-museum.org/kurt.htm )

· Experience Music Project (few pieces of Nirvana memorabilia and “grunge” related bands of 90’s)

Other places to visit 

· Ocean shores beach (Pacific Ocean) is about 30 miles from Aberdeen

· Nintendo headquarters gift shop (Redmond, Wa.)

· Space Needle

· Pike Street Marketplace

